
FERRABOSCO FANTASIAS – STYLISTIC OBSERVATIONS 

Bruce Bellingham 

[Number ing follows Lbl Madr igal Society Mss.G.37-42, 
major  source for  Musica Br itannica vol. 62: 

Alfonso Ferrabosco the Younger : Four-Par t Fantasias (1992)] 
(Bracketed numberings are VdGS/Meyer order) 

 

FANTASIA 16 (1)          G  
 

5 sections in 2 larger parts: 
 

1) m.1- 32 motives  1a cantus firmus, cadential outline [V-I-II-V or I-IV-V-I]  , wanders:  
A (4 m.) D/G/A/D -- + T/B duo 1b rising: 

Rapid     variable intervals  Cadence on G(I) m.4 
T (4 m.)  G/C/D/G -- + S/A duo 1b rising � � , variable intervals 
     Cadence on G(I) m.8 

Slower    B (4 m.) D/G/A/D -- + A/S/T 1b augmented, 1c consequent 
    Cadence on D(V) m.12 

m.12:   2a imitative A/T duo: 

variable intervals (8va, 5th) then � � , B/S response 
    passing cadences: 14D  15A; Cadence on D(V) m.17 

Rapid   m.17 T/B 2a duo, S/A continues 2a � � , then T/B 
    passing cadence on G(I)/e (D pedal ½ m) m.20 
m.20:  3a/3b counterpoints:  

-- with � �  recalls of m.1 1b 
smooth    - spun out, transformed: variable rhythms, melodies, sequences 

    Cadence on D(V) m.26 
m.26:   4a canzona-like:  

- antiphonal combinations, thins to Villanella a3 
triadic         passing cadence on C, m.28 

Cadence on G (I )          m.32 
 

2) m.33-50 (end)  
restful   5 sustained homophony: I-V-I6/3-IV-I – madrigal-like pause 

         Cadence on G(I) m.33-34 
 m.34: 6a (variant of 4a?) energetic canzona rhythms - duo T/B, then all 

Rapid    - paired entries, stretti, sequences   
      passing cadences: 39D  40G  41A  42a 
m.42: 6b S/B pair: variant of 6a: running scales, sequences 

 



           [Fantasia 16, p.2]  
 

building        passing cadence: 45C 
rhythmic     - pedals:  48T on D(V) + stretto � � � �  scales 
climax       48-49B on D(V)   6a terminal recall, 49S 

Final cadence on G(I )        m.50 
 

{Wide variety of styles, textures, speeds 
- rare use of madrigal texture of sustained notes in middle, acts as bridge between two sections 
 - appears as 1st of Ferrabosco series in 6 Oxford Mss.} 

 


