FERRABOSCO FANTASIAS—-STYLISTIC OBSERVATIONS

Bruce Bellingham

[Numbering follows L bl Madrigal Society M ss.G.37-42,
major sourcefor Musica Britannica vol. 62;
Alfonso Ferrabosco the Younger: Four-Part Fantasias (1992)]
(Bracketed numberings are VdGS/Meyer order)

FANTASIA 16 (1) G

5 sectionsin 2 larger parts:

1) m.1- 32 motives la cantus firmus, cadential outline [V-1-11-V or I-1V-V-I] , wanders:
A (4 m.) D/G/IA/D -- + T/B duo 1b rising:
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Rapid variable intervals Cadenceon G(I) m.4
T(@4m.) G/IC/ID/IG--+S/Aduolbrising ,variableintervals
Cadence on G(I) m.8
Sower B (4 m.) D/G/A/D -- + A/SIT 1b augmented, 1c consequent
Cadenceon D(V) m.12

m.12: 2aimitative A/T duo:
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variableintervals (82 5" then , B/Sresponse
passing cadences: 14D 15A; Cadence on D(V) m.17
Rapid m.17 T/B 2aduo, S/A continues2a ,thenT/B

passing cadence on G(l)/e (D pedal Y2 m) m.20

m.20: 3a/3b counterpoints:
I R
--with  recalsof m.11b

smooth - spun out, transformed: variable rhythms, melodies, sequences
Cadence on D(V) m.26

m.26: 4acanzona-like:
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- antiphonal combinations, thinsto Villanella a3
triadic passing cadence on C, m.28
Cadenceon G (1) m.32
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2) m.33-50 (end)
restful 5 sustained homophony: 1-V-1%3-1V/-| — madrigal-like pause
Cadence on G(I) m.33-34
m.34. 6a (variant of 4a?) energetic canzonarhythms - duo T/B, then all

Rapid - paired entries, stretti, sequences
passing cadences. 39D 40G 41A 42a

m.42. 6b S/B pair: variant of 6a: running scales, sequences




[Fantasia 16, p.2]

building passing cadence: 45C

rhythmic - pedals: 48T on D(V) + diretto scales

climax 48-49B on D(V) 6aterminal recall, 49S
Final cadence on G(I) m.50

{Wide variety of styles, textures, speeds
- rare use of madrigal texture of sustained notes in middle, acts as bridge between two sections
- appears as 1% of Ferrabosco seriesin 6 Oxford Mss.}



